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The East Branch Falls 

 

Beneficial Use Impairments (BUIs)  

The Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement, as amended, 
calls for remedial action plans (RAPs) to be developed to 
restore and protect any of 14 beneficial uses in Areas of 
Concern (AOC).  An impaired beneficial use means a 
change in the chemical, physical or biological integrity of 
the AOC sufficient to cause any of the following: 
 

1. Restrictions on fish and wildlife consumption 
2. Tainting of fish and wildlife flavor 
3. Degradation of fish or wildlife populations 
4. Fish tumors or other deformities 
5. Bird or animal deformities or reproductive 

problems 
6. Degradation of benthos (Not Impaired in the East Branch) 
7. Restrictions on dredging activities 
8. Eutrophication or undesirable algae 
9. Restrictions of drinking water consumption or taste 

and odor problems 
10. Beach closings (recreational use) 
11. Degradation of aesthetics 
12. Added costs to agriculture or industry 
13. Degradation of phytoplankton or zooplankton 

populations 
14. Loss of fish and wildlife habitat 

 
Bold  Impaired in the Black River AOC 
Underlined In Recovery Phase 
  

The purpose of this Annual 
Report is to inform the 
watershed community on the 
progress made by the Black 
River RAP in its efforts to 
restore impairments to 
beneficial uses in the Black 
River watershed Area of 
Concern. 
 
The Annual Report provides 
background information on 
many of the projects being 
undertaken by the RAP and 
its members. 
 
If you would like more 
information on any of the 
topics covered in this Annual 
Report or would like to join 
the effort to restore the Black 
River, please contact any of 
the RAP Coordinating 
Committee members that are 
referenced at the end of this 
report. 
 

 
French Creek 
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AOC conditions , in a nutshell  
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Environmental Conditions  

 

The communities of fish and other aquatic life are 
improving throughout many areas of the watershed. 
 
Except for localized elevated counts of coliform 
bacteria (see Improvements article below), water 
quality is generally meeting Ohio Water Quality 
Standards.  There is a major concern for the amount of 
sediment and nutrient getting to the river system 
coming mostly from farmland and developing areas. 
 
Although polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbon (PAH) 
levels in the lower river sediment have improved and 
are nearing levels expected for any urban setting, the 
sediments in the mainstem still contain elevated levels 
of metals and some organic compounds and cannot be 
openly disposed in Lake Erie. 
 
Great Blue Heron numbers continue to increase in the 
lower mainstem.  The 2007 sighting of a river otter in 
the French Creek basin is seen as a positive sign for 
improving habitat conditions. 
 

Causes of Impairment  

 

The loss and degradation of streamside vegetation 
continues to impact fish and wildlife communities and 
facilitates stream bank erosion.  High sediment loads 
continue to impact fish and benthic communities and 
decrease the aesthetics of the river system. 
 
The amount of litter in the streams is degrading the 
aesthetic value of the resource. 
 
Poorly maintained and failing home sewage treatment 
systems are a major source of coliform bacteria in the 
rural upper watershed areas.  Bacteria levels in the 
lower East Branch and mainstem areas show signs of 
improvement. 
 
Rapidly developing areas are increasing the 
imperviousness of the watershed and leading to 
flashier stream flows and erosion of stream banks. 
 



4  Black River RAP 2008 Annual Report 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR  

By Ken Pearce, Chairman of the Black River RAP Coordinating Committee and 
Commissioner of the Lorain County General Health District 
 
This year has been a year of set-ups and 
starts.  Some initiatives are on-going but many 
new projects are just getting started in the 
watershed.  The Total Maximum Daily Load 
(TMDL) Report has been written and many 
stakeholders in the watershed are gearing up 
to start acting on the remedial proposals from 
that report.  In a nutshell, the TMDL Report 
offered four important measures to improve 
conditions in the watershed and AOC: 
restoring stream habitat, eliminating bacteria 
problems, reducing impacts from permitted 
discharges and managing and improving both 
the quality and quantity of storm water runoff. 
 
For controlling bacteria problems, many of the 
recommendations included tasks under local 
health district regulations including oversight of 
septic waste haulers, identification and repair 
of failing systems, elimination of on-site 
systems, and education on home sewage 
treatment system maintenance.  The Lorain 
County General Health District has been 
gearing up to tackle the home sewage 
proposals on the Black River TMDL.    The 
health district partnered with the Black River 
RAP and Ohio EPA to complete a video 
dealing with home sewage that will be given to 
home sewage system owners at the time of 
system inspection by health district personnel.   
 
The Lorain and Medina Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts developed an 
agricultural non-point source plan to address 
runoff pollution from agricultural lands.  Their 
plan included establishing grass and/or tree 
filter strips on 50% of the agricultural fields 
within 10 years and encouraging the use of 
permanent conservation practices as the 
primary management practices to control 
erosion and improve water quality. 

The Black River RAP set up and conducted an 
outreach program to the many county and 
watershed representatives of the Lorain 
County Community Alliance.  This was a major 
undertaking for the RAP Committee and 
included a video presentation as well as 
speeches by RAP members Nancy Funni of 
Lorain Soil and Water Conservation District, 
Karl Schneider of Natural Resources 
Conservation Services, Dan Gouch, the Black 
River Watershed Coordinator, and Anne Marie 
Vincent of the U.S. EPA. 
 
The Black River RAP has secured funding 
from the U.S. EPAôs Great Lakes National 
Program Office to produce an innovative 
means of joining needed economic 
development in the City of Lorain with the 
environmental needs of the Black River 
mainstem.  This effort is expected to produce 
a report that city planners and other 
stakeholders can use to benefit both the cityôs 
economic situation while improving and 
protecting important natural resources. 
 
Of local interest, the Black River RAP has 
been working to set up a local RAP office 
where citizens and other stakeholders can 
learn more about the issues concerning their 
watershed.  The new office will be located in 
the offices of the Lorain County General 
Health District and will open in 2009 with a 
new and much improved Black River RAP 
website.  The new RAP office staff will 
organize outreach efforts as well as perform 
as the Black River RAP secretary. 
 
I am encouraged by these efforts and thank all 
who were involved.  I look forward to the 
celebration of future improvements in our 
watershed. 

 

 

 




