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APPENDIX E — GLOSSARY OF TERMS

AOC: Area of Concern. They are defined by the U.S.-Canada Great
Lakes Water Quality Agreement (Annex 2 of the 1987 Protocol) as
"geographic areas that fail to meet the general or specific objectives
of the agreement where such failure has caused or is likely to cause
impairment of beneficial use of the area's ability to support aguatic
life."

Aquatic: Living or growing in or on water.

Assemblage: A group of species found together in a particular
area.

Beneficial Use Impairment (BUI): A potential use or trait of an area
that is compromised by current ecological conditions

BMP: Best Management Practice. Refers to a design or technique
that is generally adopted as a control, in this case generally as a
control for surface run-off of stormwater.

Brownfield: Abandoned or underused industrial or commercial
properties where redevelopment is complicated by actual or potential
environmental contamination. Brownfields vary in size, location, age
and past use.

Bulkhead: A large metal wall built to shore up and hold back river
banks, particularly in navigation channels.

Carcinogenic: A substance or agent capable of causing cancer.

Community: A group of organisms that occupy a particular area. In
general, community structure and composition is driven by
environmental conditions. Thus, over particular soils, on particular
slopes and in particular regions, one expects to find similar
assemblages of plants and animals.

Conservation Easement: An easement placed to conserve or
protect natural resources on a property or portion of a property.

Delisting: Removal of the AOC designation for a location after it
has been sufficiently restored. Delisting requires removing the BUI
targets.

Easement: An easement is a permanent restriction put on a piece
of or an entire property, generally restricting its use or providing for a
specific use. Easements are legally binding and are transferred
when the property is transferred.

Ecological enhancement: Actions taken to improve the quality of
an existing ecosystem. Actions may include stabilization of soils,
planting, altering local hydrology, the removal of invasive species
and others.

Ecological function: A measurable property of an ecosystem that
characterizes that system. Examples include rates primary
productivity and nutrient cycling.

Ecological restoration: Ecological restoration is an intentional
activity that initiates or accelerates the recovery of an ecosystem
with respect to its health, integrity and sustainability.

Ecoregion: A geographic area defined by a shared set of physical
and ecological characteristics including climate, geology, and
vegetation.

Ecosystem: An assemblage of plant and animal communities, and
the physical environment in which they live, linked by a variety of
processes that allow for the transfer of energy and materials
between and among the component communities.

Fauna: The sum total of the animal species in an area.
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Flora: The sum total of the plant species in an area.

Geographic Information System (GIS): A computer analysis
system that combines an electronic map with an electronic data base
which contains attributes describing various properties of the
mapped features.

Great Lakes Legacy Act: This act, adopted in 2002, provides
funding to take the necessary steps to clean up contaminated
sediment in “Areas of Concern located wholly or partially in the
United States,” including specific funding designated for public
outreach and research components.

Great Lakes National Program Office (GLNPO): A federal EPA
office created in 1978 to oversee the U.S. fulfillment of its obligations
under the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement with Canada.

Green Infrastructure: Natural solutions that take the place of
hardened, engineered structures, generally for storing and treating
stormwater in this context.

Habitat: The area or environment in which an organism or
community of organisms lives. There are many components to
habitat, for most animals these include feeding, breeding, nesting or
rearing, and escape habitat.

Impervious: The quality of not allowing water to pass. Most
developed surfaces are impervious in that they do not allow water to
percolate to the soil.

Infiltration: The process by which water moves from the surface to
pore spaces in the soil.

Invasive species: Plants and animals that are not native to an area,
and that since they generally have no natural predators or

consumers in the area to which they were introduced, may thrive to
the point that they crowd out native species.

Invertebrate: Species in the kingdom Animalia that lack backbones.
Lacustrine: Of or relating to lakes.

Low Impact Development: Land development techniques intended
to alleviate some of the environmental impacts associated with
residential, commercial and industrial development.

LQHEI: Lacustrine Qualitative Habitat Evaluation Index. A rapid
assessment technique developed by the Ohio EPA for assessing
lake shores and the banks of large rivers that drain to Lake Erie.

Macroinvertebrate: Invertebrate species that are greater than 5
microns in size. Typical aquatic macroinvertebrates include insect
larvae and pupae, worms, arthropods and crustaceans.

Mitigation: The process of alleviating the effects of an impact.
When used in wetland and stream regulation, the term involves a
three-step process by which impacts to wetlands and streams are
first avoided to the extent possible, the reduced to the extent
possible, and finally compensated for by restoring damaged
systems, or constructing new ones.

Morphology: The shape or structure of an object.

Mutagenic: A substance or agent that tends to increase the rate of
genetic mutations.

Non-native: In this report, these are species that are not native to
the northeast Ohio area, meaning they were not part of the flora and
fauna prior to European settlement.
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Polynuclear (or Polycyclic) Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHSs):
Chemical compounds that consist of three or more fused benzene
(aromatic) rings. PAHSs occur in oil, coal, and tar deposits, and are
produced as byproducts of fuel burning. As pollutants, they are of
concern because some compounds have been identified as
carcinogenic, mutagenic, and teratogenic.

QHEI: Qualitative Habitat Evaluation Index. A rapid assessment
technique developed by the Ohio EPA for habitat in rivers.

Reference ecosystem: A reference ecosystem can serve as the
model for planning an ecological restoration project, and later serve
in the evaluation of that project. Existing, high quality streams and
wetlands can serve to document restoration targets for this Plan.

Remediation: The act of improving restoring a contaminated
site involving enclosure, encapsulation, capping or removal of the
material.

Riparian area: The land area extending from the banks of a river or
stream landward, within which activities have direct impacts on
stream ecosystem function.

Setback: A protection area set around a resource. Riparian
setbacks are set around streams, and limit activities within the
protection zone.

Slag: Rock like deposits that are by-products of steel production.
Slags are mildly alkaline rocks that are often used as construction
materials, particularly for road sub-grades.

Teratogenic: A substance or agent that tends to cause
developmental malformations.

TMDL: Total Maximum Daily Load. A limit set on the total amount
of pollution a stream may receive and still meet water quality
standards.

Triple Bottom Line: An accounting theory that takes into account
fiscal, ecological and social costs and profits.

Watershed: An area of land from which water drains to a river, pond
or lake.

WWTP: Waste Water Treatment Plant. A plant used for treating
sewage and other liquid wastes.
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